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Á Indiana currently ranks 35 th in the nation in the average 
personal income of its residents.

Á Indianaôs economy depends highly on manufacturing , an 
industry that is changing rapidly.

Á Indiana continues to experience skill shortages in critical 
occupations.

Á Increasing national and international competition 
requires high levels of knowledge and creative thinking, 
educated risk - taking and entrepreneurial spirit.

Á Quality of life of the stateôs communities are tied directly to 
the strength of public education.



To thrive as a state and as individuals, all 

Hoosiers will need to achieve a depth and 

breadth of education never seen in the 

stateôs history.  

To meet this objective, the Indiana 

Commission for Higher Education developed 

and adopted Reaching Higher:  Strategic 

Initiatives for Higher Education in Indiana 

in six key areas:



COLLEGE COMPLETION

AFFORDABILITY

PREPARATION

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

MAJOR RESEARCH UNIVERSITIES

ACCOUNTABILITY



MOVING FROM ACCESS TO SUCCESS

Reaching Higher with

COLLEGE COMPLETION



Indianaôs Education Pipeline

High School to College Completion

Source:  National Center for Higher Education Management Systems, 2008



Education Pays:  Completion Matters

Á Average Annual Earnings of Full - time Workers by Degree, 2007

Á College Graduates:

o Earn More

o Use Fewer Social Services

o Contribute to a Larger Tax Base

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey 2007, Annual Social and Economic Supplement



College Graduation Rates: Public Indiana Colleges and Universities

Source:  NCES, IPEDS Graduation Rate Survey, 2006. Note: Rate is for first-time, full-time students, 1999 Cohort. 



Six-Year Graduation Rates at Indiana Institutions by Race

Source:  National Center for Education Statistics, IPEDS Graduation Rate Survey, 2006. Note: Rates are for first-time, full-time, 

degree-seeking students at all Indiana institutions, public and private.



College Enrollment Is Increasing, But Graduation 
Rates Are Not Keeping Pace

Six-Year Graduation Rates at Four-Year Colleges, 2005

Source:  National Center for Education Statistics, IPEDS Graduation Rate Survey.



College Completion:  Public 4-Year Universities

Percent of First-Time, Full-Time, Degree-Seeking Students Earning a Bachelorôs Degree, 2005

4-Year Grad Rate 6-Year Grad Rate

Indiana University ïBloomington 49% 72%

Purdue University ïMain Campus 32% 66%

Ball State University 27% 54%

Indiana State University 18% 39%

University of Southern Indiana 12% 33%

Indiana University ïNorthwest 11% 27%

Indiana University ïKokomo 10% 28%

Indiana University ïSoutheast 8% 30%

IUPUI 7% 26%

Indiana University ïEast 6% 20%

Indiana University ïSouth Bend 6% 25%

Purdue University ïCalumet 4% 21%

IPFW 4% 18%

Purdue University ïNorth Central 2% 12%

Source:  The Education Trust, College Results Online, Databank/Reporting Tool using data collected by US DOE National Center for

Educational Statistics (NCES) through IPEDS Graduation Survey



College Completion:  Public 2-Year Colleges 

Percent of First-Time, Full-Time, Degree-Seeking Students Earning an Associateôs Degree

3-Year Rate (2001 Cohort) 3-Year Rate (2002 Cohort)

ITCC ïSouth Bend 11% 9%

ITCC ïIndianapolis 9% 9%

ITCC ïColumbus 16% 10%

ITCC ïMuncie 9% 8%

ITCC ïKokomo 12% 12%

ITCC ïLafayette 15% 13%

ITCC ïFt. Wayne 18% 14%

ITCC ïSellersburg 7% 9%

ITCC ïEvansville 11% 12%

ITCC ïTerre Haute 9% 12%

ITCC ïRichmond 20% 15%

ITCC ïGary 9% 10%

ITCC ïMadison 14% 11%

ITCC ïBloomington 20% 8%

Vincennes University 21% 21%

Total 2-Year Rate 15% 14%

Source: IPEDS Graduation Rate Surveys.



Making College Affordable

Reaching Higher with

AFFORDABILITY



Share of College Costs Paid for by 
Students and Families

Source:  Indiana Commission for Higher Education, 2008.



More Students Graduate From College With Personal Debt

Average College Debt for Graduating Seniors

Source:  NCES, National Postsecondary Student Aid Study



Students Perceive Cost of College as Barrier

Source:  Indianaôs Annual Career and College Information Survey of Students in Grades 9 and 11, 1007



Preparing K -12 Teachers, School Leaders 
and Students for College Success

Reaching Higher with

COLLEGE PREPARATION



ÅThe quality of the teacher in the classroom is 

perhaps the most important factor in improving 

student achievement.

ÅAbout 3,000 new teachers enter Indiana 

classrooms each year

ÅApproximately 85% of the teachers, 

administrators, curriculum directors  and school 

counselors working in Indianaôs public K-12 

schools received their professional training from an 

Indiana college or university.

Preparing Teachers and School Leaders for K-12 Success:



Preparing Students for College Success

19

Without a solid high school academic foundation, 
students are not prepared to succeed at the 
college -levelé

Å28% of college students take a remedial math or 
English course or both

Å76% of remedial reading students and 63% of 
remedial math do not complete a college degree

Å35% of students at a public university receive 
low grades (D or F) in or withdrawal from their 
1st college-level math course 

Source:  Indiana Commission for Higher Education. 



Too Many Students Are Unprepared For College

Percentage of Indiana Students Who Need Remediation

Source:  Indiana Commission for Higher Education Data Warehouse, 0607 annual SIS data submissions


